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Fulton Lewis Jr.-

- Check on Broadcasts o

MUNICH, Sept. 24.

I HAVE spent meny hours during this
sofourn in Europe
1 studying the activities of Radto Free Eu.

news-gathering

rape and iis severs] affllisted Pree Europe
.Operations, . )

Only a comparatively minor portion of
this time was devoted to on thegpot in
Spection of the physical facllities of the
-crganizationﬁ headquartereq here. - e
' The ‘fundraising
sltchmen Mmake-big
ballyhoo aboyt the
cquipment, the trans. 8
mitters, the studios: MBS
and the news-gather-
ing machinery. They
uave organized tours
for visitors, with a
briefing room and
standardized spiel, ali
of which mesans ex.
actly nothing.

80 far a8 I am
AaWRATE no one has
£ver argued that ,
RFE's equipment. {5 M I N
inferior or inadequate. FrLTON Liwis ir

With the money they have had avail-
able, 1t cculd well pe bullt of 24-karat
gold.

The pertinerit qQuestion is what goes
out from the antennae, in the name of
“truth,” to the people behind the Iron
Curtain, and whether it is heard by those
people, and what effect it has; also how
its host, the Bavarian government, ap-
praises it. and what itg colleagues among

the German press think of it ang how ft,
oe js -Tegarded by Mufieh.

After all, a $10,000,000 radio plant can
g0 down the drain to bankruptey In six
months, or a 250-watt coffee.pot anerg.
tion canoreap a bonanze in the same
period, according to what the station
puts on the air.

Adverse Critielsm

And the answer to gl thess questions,
in the case of Radjo Free Europe, i5 had.
In exploring the periphery of the RFE
picture generally, 1 fing a long nistory
of highly adverse critielsm in the Bava-
rian Farliament, to the extent that RFE
Is excluded from ail participation i the
screening of escapees and refugees in
this, its residential German state,

Topside RFE personnei have bean in.
volved In a major black-market scanda}
which resulted in the tiring or recall to
the States of et legst elght individuais,

- . - -

Efforts were madé to hush this up, 80 far
as the German press was concerned, but
the chief ceunsel for the.PFree Europe
Committée in New York was dispatched
to Munich to handle the cage at gn ex-
pense of an estimated $10,000.
Responsible German newsmen, edjtors
and columnists inform me that they never

Cross paths with RFE reporters in the @ e mmeea

course of thelr proféusional Furstits §7d
most of them ere not even acquainted

with any of the RPE personnel,
Check on Listencrs

It would be unfair, perhaps, to report
that Germen rank and file citizens ‘to
whotn 1 talked sald they have never s
tened to the RFE programs, beciuse they
have their own German language brosd.
cast band stations, as we have, and RFE
broadcasts mostly on short-wave, in non.
German languages. :

But among the many refugees and
escapees whom I interviewed in camps
==people from Poland, Hungary, Roma-

" nia, Bulgaria and Yugosiavia, to which

countries and in which lahguages the
RFE broadcasts are specifically beamed
—I have yet to find the first reguiar lis
tener. )
A few sald they had heard of Radio
Free Europe.- Most of them got it con.
fused with the Voice of America and the
Armed Bervices network which commands
8 very extensive Europesn Mistening auai
ence, although it is g shoestring opera.
tion Intendea for American personnel
stationed in Europe and thelr famiites,

Poll to:lke Takt®- o © -~

By way of assembling motre specific
and detatled information to these ends, 1
have assigned three individuati and un.
known-to-each-other reporters here to con-
duct polis of réfugee and escapee camps,
1o determine just what percentage of the
iron Curtain people have teen RFE lis.
teners.

IL will be some weeks before the re.
sulis of these polls are available, byt
when they sre, they should provide a
triply-checked messure of RFE's true ef.
{ectivenass. g

They spout ebulifent clalms of 70,000.
000, that being the aggregate population
of the countries to which they broadcast,
I isuspect that these polis wil) show othér.
wise.

(Caparighy, 19%, King Feateres Sindieate, {uc.)

(Listen to Fuiton Lewts Jr. datly at
¢ pm. and ? pm. on RHJ Don Lee.)
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